
DUXBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 

5:00pm - Meeting to be held virtually  

 

 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: 5:01pm 

 

Present:  John Antonucci, Danielle Klingaman, Catherine Blake, Heather Tucker, Pat Dillon, 

Kellie Bresnehan, Matthew Gambino, Shannon Moesaa, Kristen O’Connell   

      Student Representative:  N/A 

 

• Mrs. Bresnehan announces that this is her last meeting as School Committee Chair and thanks 

all staff for their work during such a difficult year. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan welcomes Kristen O’Connell as the newest member to the School Committee 

Board. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan asks that everyone be mindful of the adjustment of increased in-person 

learning time to students as they acclimate to the new schedule. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan reports that she attended a MCAS opt-out movement Zoom reiterating that it 

would be foolish to hold MCAS exams this year based on the learning environment that 

students have been placed in.   

• Mrs. Bresnehan informs all of “Loving Little Minds.org” which is a book club subscription 

focusing on multi-cultural books geared towards young children. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan briefly discusses the football incident condemning the language used and 

hopes as a community we can move forward while educating everyone on what is appropriate 

and what is inappropriate. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan states that while she cannot comment on the Blake incident for legal reasons 

she does offer heartfelt condolences to the Foley family. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan speaks briefly on roles of the School Committee members as well as Staff 

policies.  Mrs. Bresnehan assures the community that the committee will continue to examine 

and edit all policies as necessary. 

 

II. Board Re-Organization 

At this meeting the Committee must organize for the next school year which includes determining who 

will assume the roles of Chairman, Vice Chair, and Secretary. 

Mrs. Bresnehan calls for nominations according to School Committee policy. 

 

A. School Committee Chair: 

Mrs. Adams nominates Shannon Moesaa for the position of School Committee Chair. 

Mrs. O’Connell nominates Matt Gambino for the position of School Committee Chair. 

 

 Poll Vote:  

• Julia Adams:   Shannon Moesaa 

• Matt Gambino:   Matt Gambino 

• Shannon Moesaa:  Shannon Moesaa 

• Kristen O’Connell:  Matt Gambino 

• Kellie Bresnehan:  Shannon Moesaa 

 

Shannon Moesaa nominated as School Committee Chair. 

 

B. School Committee Vice Chair: 



  Mrs. Bresnehan nominates Mrs. Adams for the position of School Committee Vice Chair. 

  Mrs. O’Connell nominates Matt Gambino for the position of School Committee Vice Chair. 

 

Poll Vote:  

• Shannon Moesaa:  Julia Adams 

• Julia Adams:   Julia Adams 

• Shannon Moesaa  Julia Adams 

• Kristen O’Connell:  Matt Gambino 

• Kellie Bresnehan:  Julia Adams 

 

Julia Adams nominated as School Committee Vice Chair. 

 

C. School Committee Recording Secretary: 

 

Motion by Mrs. Adams to nominate Suzanne Hughes for the position of School Committee 

 Recording Secretary. 

Second:  Mr. Gambino 

Roll call vote:  Mrs. Adams, yes; Mrs. O’Connell, yes; Mr. Gambino, yes; Mrs. Bresnehan, yes; 

Mrs. Moesaa; yes  

 

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

 

A. March 4, 2021 

Motion:  Mr. Gambino 

Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 

Roll call vote:  Mrs. Bresnehan, yes; Mr. Gambino, yes; Mrs. Moesaa, yes; Mrs. Adams and Mrs. 

O’Connell abstained as they were not present at the March 4th meeting.  

 

IV. Reports for the School Committee 

 

A. Superintendent:   

• Dr. Antonucci reads a prepared statement concerning the Foley family lawsuit as well as the 

use of anti-Semitic language by Duxbury players during the March 12th football game against 

Plymouth North.  The Superintendent’s statement can be viewed in its entirety on the Districts 

website under the School Committee tab. 

 

B. Assistant Superintendent:   

• Dr. Klingaman reports that April 28 th will be a regular early release day for DMS and DHS 

students with dismissal being at 11:25am.  This change does not affect Alden or Chandler 

students. 

 

C. Director of Business and Finance:   

• Mrs. Blake reports to the committee the totals of the most recent warrants that  

have been processed since the adoption of the revised signature policy.  They are as 

follows:  

o Warrant 36: $204,187.43 

o Warrant 38: $511,676.06 

o Warrant 40: $226,644.01 

• Mrs. Blake reports that the district is in the process of onboarding a new communication 

resource called “Let’s Talk” that will be available 24 hours/day from any computer, tablet, or 

phone.  The “Let’s Talk” icon will be located on the landing page of the Districts website and 

will provide committee members, staff, students, and others the ability to engage with the 



district from the centralized area on a number of different topics.  Mrs. Blake will update the 

committee with more details in the coming weeks. 

 

D. School Committee Chair:    

• Mrs. Moesaa takes a moment to thank the faculty, staff, and administration for all their 

hard work this past year. 

• Mrs. Moesaa thanks Mrs. Bresnehan and Mr. Gambino for their leadership this past year.  

• Mrs. Moesaa states that her heart goes out to all impacted by the recent events surrounding 

Duxbury including especially the Foley family and assures the community of the 

commitment of the school committee to work together with the community to find a path 

forward. 

• As newly appointed Chair, Mrs. Moesaa provides a brief background of herself in order to 

give the community an understanding of where she is coming from in her role on the 

committee. 

• Mrs. Moesaa proposes a workshop for the school committee and the community together so 

everyone can better understand the laws, regulations, and roles of the committee and 

Superintendent. 

• Mrs. Moesaa shares her ideas on possible future topics for the committee to explore 

towards making positive changes such as policy review, communication, possible Director 

of Diversity and Inclusion, and social and emotional health.  

 

E. School Committee Vice Chair: 

• Mrs. Adams takes a moment to thank administration, staff, students, and families for their 

hard work and patience throughout the past year.   

• Mrs. Adams also expresses her shared distress over the recent incidents surrounding 

Duxbury. 

• Mrs. Adams states in regard to the football incident that she pledges to work towards the goals 

set forth in the strategic plan regarding the commitment to social emotional development of 

students but also to the values of inclusion and respect. 

• In regards to the Foley lawsuit, Mrs. Adams states that she understands the arising concern 

from parents and students and echoes Mrs. Moesaa’s ideas for further support for student 

mental health and more opportunities for discussion. 

• Mrs. Adams agrees with Mrs. Moesaa’s ideas concerning policy review and communication 

and would like to have a future discussion on the need for a Social Media policy for committee 

members. 

  

V. Discussion Items 

 

A. Duxbury’s Blueprint for Learning 

Danielle Klingaman 

• Dr. Klingaman presented an overview regarding how the Duxbury Public Schools plans to 

address the unfinished learning associated with the pandemic.  This overview highlights the 

research and enduring understandings behind Duxbury’s 3-pronged Instructional Approach 

focused on the following objectives:  

1. Immediate Intervention Opportunities for High-Needs Students 

2. Training for Teachers in Diagnosing Unfinished Learning 

3. Continued Intervention Opportunities for All Students 

• The entire presentation can be viewed on the Districts website under the School Committee 

tab. 

 

 

 



VI. Public Comments:   

 

• The following people spoke concerning the recent events surrounding Duxbury as well as 

Dyslexia screening:  

Luba Gilpatric, Todd Clelland, Kara Clelland, Kait Leahy, Audrey Battu, Joseph 

Foley, Meghan Greenstein, Betsy Gillis, Peter Farrell, Jacey Whittemore 

 

VII. Action Items:  No action items 

 

VIII. Adjourn into Executive Session:  7:08pm 

 

Motion was made to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss strategies with respect to litigation 

which would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governing body if the discussion were in 

open session.  The Board will not return to open session. 

 

Motion:  Mr. Gambino 

Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 

Roll call vote:  Mrs. Adams, yes; Mrs. Bresnehan, yes; Mr. Gambino, yes; Mrs. O’Connell, yes; 

Mrs. Moesaa, yes  

 

Next meeting:  April 16, 2021 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Suzanne Hughes 

Duxbury Business Office 

 

 

 

 

 


